Stinging insect hypersensitivity in children.
In the past two decades, many advances have been made in the treatment of patients with insect venom sensitivity. An effective treatment (venom immunotherapy) has been developed and indications for therapy refined. In the past year, reports concerning fatal toxic reactions to multiple stings, Africanized ("killer") bees, bumblebee venom allergy and treatment, and reactions to fire ant stings have been published. Papers have also appeared on the use of sting challenges in the diagnostic evaluation of insect sting allergy, laboratory investigations of the mechanism of action of venom immunotherapy, and the outcome of discontinuing venom treatment after 5 years in insect-allergic patients.